
 
 
  

All Japan Tours 
646 W. California St., Ontario, CA 91762, USA 

Toll Free (US/CANADA): 1-855-325-2726 <1-855-32JAPAN>  
TEL: 1-909-988-8885    FAX: 1-909-349-1736 

E-mail: info@alljapantours.com   www.alljapantours.com 

All prices are per person, based on double or triple occupancy. International flights are not included on our 
tours -this allows you the flexibility to choose your own departure and get the best value for your money! We 
can arrange international flights for US customers if needed, please ask for details. 

 

TOUR COST INCLUDES: 
13 nights Western style and 1 night Japanese style accommodation 
Meet and greet upon arrival at Osaka Kansai Airport 
Airport transfers on arrival and departure 
All transport between destinations included 
Comprehensive escorted with AJT professional English speaking tour guide 
Gratuities 

 
Meals 
Breakfast everyday 
10 lunches and 2 dinners 

 
Admission fees and activities 
Entry fees to sites, gardens, and museums listed in the itinerary 
Green Tea Ceremony 
Machiya Townhouse Tour 
Bullet Train Ride from Nagoya to Mishima 
Lake Ashi Cruise 
   

Tour Start Dates: 2015 - 9/27 

US$7598.00 

15 days 14 nights 
 

Ceramic and Art of Japan                     
with Robert Yellin 2015 

mailto:info@alljapantours.com
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Day 01: Osaka Kansai Airport 
 
Welcome to Osaka! Our tour guide will greet you and escort you to the hotel. 
 
Overnight: Hotel Nikko Kansai Airport or similar class 
 
Overnight: Hilton Hotel Osaka or similar class (NOTE 1) 
 
NOTE 1: If you wish to stay in the center of Osaka for the first night, we can arrange for you to stay at Hilton Hotel Osaka instead of Hotel Nikko Kansai 
Airport for an additional $80 per person. In this case, airport transfer is not included but we will provide you directions to get to your hotel in advance. 

 
NOTE 2: If you wish to stay extra nights before the tour starts, please contact us to book hotel accommodations. 

 
 
Day 02: Osaka (Osaka Castle), Nara (Todaiji Temple / Nara Deer Park), Kyoto (Machiya 
Townhouse Tour & Green Tea Ceremony / Gion) 
  
In the morning we will visit Osaka Castle, whose construction began in 1583 on the ruins of the Ishiyama Honganji 
Temple. The castle was the largest of its time and played a major role in the unification of Japan during the sixteenth 
century. From Osaka, our coach departs to Nara, the oldest capital city of Japan. We will visit Todaiji Temple, the largest 
wooden building in Japan. The temple also houses the largest bronze statue of Buddha at 16.3 meters high, and the 
surrounding park is filled with over 1,000 Sika Deer. From Nara, our coach departs to Kyoto, a historical city that was 
spared from air raids and atomic bomb for its cultural and historical value during World War II. We'll visit machiya, 
traditional Kyoto wooden townhouses with distinctive Kyoto-style latticework doors and slatted second-story windows. 
These long homes have narrow fronts and extend far into the rear, a shape which has earned them the nickname "eel's 
bed." Kyoto machiya are not only beautiful but also functional homes. Here, we can experience the traditional style of living 
in Kyoto and enjoy a green tea ceremony. Lastly, we will tour Gion, the old Geisha Quarter, and Pontocho, whose 
cobblestone alleys vibrate with night life. We will stay five nights in Kyoto. 
 
Overnight: Kyoto Hotel Okura or similar class 
 
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch 

 
 
Day 03: Kyoto (Robert Yellin Yakimono Gallery / Silver Pavilion / Philosopher's Path / Honen-in 
Temple / Nomura Museum of Art / Nanzen-ji Temple) 
 
Today we will start our Kyoto tour by visiting the Robert Yellin Yakimono Gallery for an introductory talk about ceramic 
styles. Then, we will visit the dry landscape garden at Ginkaku-ji (Silver Pavilion), which has been designated as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Originally built in 1482 as a retirement villa for shogun Ashikaga Yoshimasa, it has since 
been converted to a Zen temple. Ginkakuji consists of half a dozen buildings, a moss garden, a dry sand garden, and its 
famous Silver Pavilion. Walk along the Philosopher's Path, which runs alongside a canal sheltered by numerous cherry 
trees. Enjoy lunch at the world-famous udon restaurant, O-men. We will be stopping at Honen-in Temple, a place where 
you can feel the tranquility and solemnity. The independent Jodo-shu temple has no spectacular sights but has a 
refreshing and calm atmosphere. This small temple may look like a Zen Buddhist seminary, but it's not really a Zen temple 
at all. Though the temple is open to the public throughout the year, the buildings themselves are only open to the public 
twice a year, April 1 through 7 and November 1 to 7 for enjoying cherry blossoms or red maple leaves. Shoheki-ga 
paintings in the Hojo building are painted by Kano Mitsunobu (1565-1608) and are nationally important cultural properties. 
Visit the Nomura Art Museum, established in 1984, which exhibits the collection of the late Tokushichi Nomura. The focus 
of the collection is on the tea ceremony and Noh, two art forms which Nomura particularly loved. The collection includes 
some 1,300 works of arts, including paintings, Noh costumes, and Noh masks, among which are items that have been 
designated as Important Cultural Properties and Important Art Objects.  

ITINERARY 
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End your tour today at Nanzen-ji Temple complex. Nanzen-ji is considered one of the most important Zen temples in the 
world and is one of the Five Great Zen Temples of Kyoto. Although most of the structures in the complex were built in the 
1600s, the complex contains a western style aqueduct dating back to 1890. Rather than detracting from the temple?fs 
beauty, this incongruity is considered one of the best and most celebrated feature of the temple. 

 
Overnight: Kyoto Hotel Okura or similar class 
 
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch  

 

 
Day 04: Kyoto 
 
Today we will visit a few potters in the Kiyomizu potting district with Robert Yellin and see the works being made. 
Kiyoimizu wares are general terms for pottery made in Kyoto, consisting of two types: ceramic ware known as earth ware 
and porcelain known as stone ware. Many varieties of pottery are made here using superior designs and advanced 
techniques. The history of Kiyomizu ware is long, with production believed to have started in the latter half of the 5th 
century, reaching its peak around the mid-17th century. After lunch, we will visit the Kawai Kanjiro Museum and the Kondo 
Yuzo Museum, shopping in the many stores that line the road to Kiyomizu Temple. 
 
Overnight: Kyoto Hotel Okura or similar class 
 
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch 
 

 
 
Day 05: Kyoto 
 
Today with Robert Yellin, we will visit the Raku Museum, established in 1978 by the 14th generation potter Kakunyu 
(1918-1980). The museum has a collection consisting primarily of ceramics made by successive heads of the Raku family 
and related documents and tea utensils passed down over the generations. The collection has been formed over 450 
years as a resource from which future generations can learn about the techniques and artistry of their forbearers, enabling 
them to establish their own individual style. The Raku Museum is, in effect, an encapsulation of the essence of the Raku 
tradition over 450 years. Visit Kyoto National Museum, where we can trace the evolution of pottery from its ancient roots to 
its modern forms. Then, visit some antique shops specializing in pottery in the antique district of Shinmonzen. 

 
Overnight: Kyoto Hotel Okura or similar class 
 

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch 

 

 
 
Day 06: Kyoto (Free for leisure) 
 
Today we are free to explore Kyoto at our leisure. 
 
Overnight: Kyoto Hotel Okura or similar class 
 

Meals: Breakfast 
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Day 07: Shiragaki 
 
Today we take an hour-long ride on a private coach to Miho Museum. It was designed by the renowned architect I. M. Pei 
and is named after Koyama Mihoko, one of the richest women in Japan and the founder of the museum. Perhaps the most 
interesting aspect of the museum is the design of its structures, especially how they are integrated into their surroundings. 
This is highlighted in the approach to the museum's entrance as it leads through a mixture of man-made and natural 
environments. The inside of the museum continues this theme by contrasting steel and glass with warm stone and 
panoramic views of the surrounding valleys. Then we will drive into Shigaraki and visit a few potters working on traditional 
and contemporary sculptural forms. With a tradition stretching back 1,250 years, Shigaraki is Japans oldest center for 
ceramics production, and one of the six leading centers in the country. Shigaraki-yaki wares developed as a result of 
Shigaraki's strategic location on a major road and the abundance of suitable clay. In the Middle Ages, the region boasted a 
thriving industry making vessels for tea ceremonies, with everyday items such as vases and sake bottles. 
 
Overnight: Hotel Nikko Kanazawa or similar class 
 
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch 

 
 

Day 08: Kanazawa – Komatsu 
 
Today we will visit potters with Robert Yellin in the Komatsu area of Ishikawa, famous for its Kutani porcelain. Kutani- yaki 
ware was first produced by the order of Maeda Toshiharu, who governed this region in the mid 1600s. When minerals 
used in porcelain were discovered in this region, craftsmen were dispatched to present-day Arita-cho in Saga Prefecture, 
known as a production center for porcelain, to learn porcelain-making techniques. Products made during this period are 
known as Ko-kutani. Production of Kutani ware ceased at the end of the 17th century, but commenced again in the 19th 
century. Kutani wares are distinguished by designs using five colors: green, yellow, red, purple and navy, which are used 
to paint over dynamic line drawings. In the afternoon, we will visit the Isokichi Asakura Museum and the Nomi Kutani 
Ceramic Museum.  
 
Overnight: Hotel Nikko Kanazawa or similar class 
 
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch 
 
 

 
Day 9: Kanazawa - Shirakawago  
 
Today, after a visit to the Ohi Museum and meeting a potter in Kanazawa with Robert Yellin, we will visit Kenrokuen 
Garden, one of three most beautiful strolling gardens of Japan. The name Kenrokuen literally means a garden combining 
the 6 attributes of a perfect landscape: spaciousness, seclusion, artifice, antiquity, water features, and panoramas. Here, 
you'll find the oldest fountain in Japan and Kotoji-toro, the two-legged stone lantern that is the icon of Kenrokuen and 
Kanazawa. From Kanazawa we cross the mountains by coach to the World Heritage listed rural area of Shirakawa-go. In 
this very photogenic village, we will walk past thatched roof farm houses and cultivated fields and see unspoiled Edo 
period wooden buildings. Then, we will continue on to Takayama. This city is located amongst the Japanese Alps and is 
known as "Little Kyoto" for its preserved historical structures and environment. Due to its remote position in the mountains, 
it was cut off from the rest of Japan for most of its history and thus has maintained a very unique and traditional 
atmosphere. 
 
Overnight: Hidatei Hanaougi or similar class 
 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
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Day 10: Takayama – Tajimi 
 
This morning we'll enjoy the lively city market before exploring the town. Along the way you'll notice the huge cedar balls 
hanging from the eaves of several shops - these indicate sake breweries. Then, visit Takayama Jinya, the only traditional 
local government office in existence and a fine example of a miniature palace containing offices, an interrogation room with 
torture devices, and a 440- year- old rice granary. In the afternoon, transfer to Tajimi. An abundance of clay, the raw 
material for pottery, is found in the Mino region of the Gifu Prefecture, giving rise to a centuries old tradition of pottery. 
Tradition has it that kilns were built in the 7th century for firing Sue ware, and the region developed into one of the world's 
largest centers for ceramics production. Here, we will visit the Prefectural Museum and two potters. After checking into a 
hotel in Nagoya, we will have a group dinner at a local restaurant. 
 
Overnight: Nagoya Marriott Associa Hotel or similar class 
 
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner 

 
 
Day 11: Tokoname 
 
In Tokoname, visit the Inax Museum, the only museum in Japan that specializes in tiles. In the museum, see an extensive 
collection of the works of Mr. Masayuki Yamamoto, a prominent tile researcher. Wander the museum, studying and 
discovering the beauty and charm of tiles. After lunch, visit Kyouei-gama and walk the old pottery lined streets and visit a 
few potters. 
 
Overnight: Nagoya Marriott Associa Hotel or similar class 
 
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch 
 

 
 
Day 12: Bullet Train to Mishima, Hakone (Open Air Museum / Lake Ashi Cruise), Mt Fuji 5th 
Station 
 
After breakfast, we will travel to Mishima by the Shinkansen Bullet Train, which can reach speeds of up to 300 km/hr. Upon 
arrival, we will proceed to Hakone by private luxury coach and visit the Open Air Museum. The museum creates a 
successful, harmonic balance of nature and art by exhibiting sculptures on its spacious grounds against a backdrop of 
valleys and mountains. Next, we will take a 30 minute Lake Ashi Cruise from Moto-Hakone to Togendai. The cruise 
provides the best views of the lake and Mount Fuji, along with a panoramic view of mountains, valleys and the red torii 
gate of the Hakone Shrine. From there we will proceed to Mt. Fuji. We will stop at Mt. Fuji 5th station (depending on 
weather) to admire the world famous peak.  
 
Overnight: Hotel New Otani Tokyo or similar class 
 

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch 
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Day 13: Tokyo (Tokyo Midtown - Suntory Art Museum / National Art Center / Roppongi Hills) 
 
After breakfast at the hotel, we will visit Tokyo Midtown and Suntory Art Museum. In the afternoon, visit the National Art 
Center, Japan's largest art museum. Then we'll proceed to Roppongi Hills, one of the best examples of a city within the 
city. Opened in 2003 in the heart of Tokyo's Roppongi district, the building complex features offices, apartments, shops, 
restaurants, a hotel, art museum, observation deck, and more. At the center of Roppongi Hills stands the 238 meter high 
Mori Tower, one of the tallest buildings in the city. The Tokyo City View observation deck is one of Tokyo's best. When 
weather permits, we can enjoy the view from the open-air deck on the rooftop. Mori Garden is a small oasis of greenery 
between the tall buildings of Roppongi Hills built in the style of a traditional Japanese landscape garden.  
 
Overnight: Hotel New Otani Tokyo or similar class 
 
Meals: Breakfast  

 
 
Day 14: Tokyo (Asakusa Sensoji Temple / Tokyo Edo Museum / Imperial Palace / Odaiba) 
 
In the morning you will be taken to Asakusa Kannon Temple, an active place of worship where you can see the largest 
paper lantern in Japan. Here, discover the difference between a Shinto Shrine and a Buddhist Temple, then explore 
Nakamise Market, which resembles a traditional style shopping street of a bygone era. Next is a visit to Edo Tokyo 
Museum, where you can learn the history of Tokyo from the time when it was a small village called Edo. The museum also 
offers many good picture taking opportunities, for example with vehicles and items which were used in the past. Then we 
will proceed to the Imperial Palace, the former site of Edo Castle. You can explore the park, surrounded by moats and 
stone fortifications, in the heart of the city. From there we will cross the Rainbow Bridge, and be treated to stunning views 
of Tokyo Bay. We will travel to the man made islands of Odaiba and see cutting edge architecture, as well as the night 
view of Tokyo Tower and Rainbow Bridge.  
 
Overnight: Hotel New Otani Tokyo or similar class 
 
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner  
 

 
 

Day 15: Tour End 
 
After breakfast, our tour officially ends. Checkout time is 11 am. Transfer to Narita Airport by Airport Limousine Bus (bus 
ticket included in tour package) or extend your stay. 
 
NOTE 3: If you would like to stay longer in Japan, please contact us to book hotel accommodations. 

 
Meals: Breakfast  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


